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Ps atm Lxxii. 25. 


Whom have I in heaven. but thee 9 and there 
 #& none upon earth that I defrre beſides thee. 


BRRRMe H E deſign of this Pſalm is to vindi- 
WREZ” cate the goodneſs and juſtice of che 
| Fay Divine Providence, notwithſtanding 
SY the proſperous eſtate of the wicked 
8 and the afflited condition of good 
FA men many times in this World. So 
in us firſt place, the P/almiſt, whoever he was, whe: 
ther David or Aſaph, lays down'this for a inolt cer- 
rain Truth, that God is good to good 'mmen : Of a 
truth God # good to Iſrael, to ſuch as are of aclean heart. v.». 
And yer for all this he tells us, that at ſometimes 
he was umider no ſmall temptation to queſtion the 
truth of this Principle, when he beheld the promiſ: 
cuous diſpenſation of things here below ; that the 
wicked are often proſperous, and good men expo- 
ſed ro great calamities in this life ; 'as if God either 
negle&ed human' affairs, or had a greater kindneſs 
for the workers of iniquity than for pious and 'good 


men: As for me, my foot had well nigh ſlipp'd.. for 1 was V. ». 


envious at the fooliſh, when T ſaw the Pe. "#1, of the wicked. 
! This, he fays, was a very great ſtumbling-block 
B 


ro 
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V, to. 


to good men, and tempted them to doubt of the 
Providence of God : Therefore his People return bis 
ther, and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them ; and 
they ſay, doth God know, and is there —_— in the moſt .| 
Hyh? This Sentence is ſomewhat obſcurely ren» 
dred in our Tranſlation, ſo as to make the ſenkc of it 
difficult, which 1s plainly this, Therefore his people re- 
turn hither, that is, therefore good men come to this, 
in the greatneſs of their affliction, and in the birter- 
neſs of their ſoul, to queſtion God's knowledg and 


' care of human affairs. 


Behold, ſay they, theſe are the ungodly, and yet they 
are the proſperous in the world, they increaſe in riches: To 
what purpoſe then is it for any man to be Religious 
and vertuous ? Yerily, T have cleanſed my begrt in vain, 
and waſhed my hands in innocency: In vain haye I en- 
deavoured after purity of heart and innocency of. 
life, fince fo little good comes of it ; nay, fo far 


from that, that I have been in continual trouble-and 


afflition : All the day long have I been plagued, and chaſt- 
nedevery morning. t 

Such thoughts as theſe often came into his mind, 
and gave him. great trouble and diſquiet : But he 


preſently corrects himſelf : If I ſay 1 will ſpeak thus, 


I ſhould offend againſt the generation of thy Children, that 
is, I ſhould go againſt the ſenſe of all pious and 
good men, who have always belicyed the Provt- . 

dence 


—— — — 
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dence of God notwithſtanding this ObjeCtion t 


Which at laſt he tells us he had raiſed on purpoſe to 
try if hecould find the ſolution of it: 1 thought to 


| know this, Which was grievous in mine eJes ;: And then V. 16. 


he reſolves all into the unſearchable wildom of the 
Divine Providence, which if -we fully underſtood 
from firſt-to laſt, we ſhould ſee good reaſon to be 


ſatisfied wich the equity of ic : When Tgo into the Sans V. 17, 18. 


Ftuary of God, then ſhall 1 underſtand the end of theſe 
men ? How thou didſt ſet them in ſupper places, &c. This 
ſatisfied him,that whenever the ſecret deſign of God's 
Providence ſhould be unfolded whether in this World 
or the other, how ſtrange and croſs ſoever things 
might ſcem to be at preſenc, yer in the iſſue and con- 
cluſion ic would appear, that neicher are bad men ſo 
happy, nor good men ſo miſerable,as at preſent they 
may leemto be. 

So that upon a full debate of this matter the P/al- 
miſt concludes, that theſe ObjeAlions againſt Provi- 
dence do ſpring from our ignorance, and ſhort and 
imperfect view of things; whereas if we ſaw the 
whole deſign from beginning to end, it would ap- 
pear to be very reaſonable and regular. © Thus my 


heart was grieved ; ſo fooliſh was I and _— and as ay, u. 
im 


beaſt before thee. Andin regard to himſelf he tells 
us, thathe ſaw great reaſon to acknowledge God's 
tender care over him in particular, and that hecould 
| B 2 find 
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' find no ſecurity or comfort for himſelf, but-in God 


alone : Nevertheleſs Iam continually with-thee ; thou haſt 


holden me by thy right hand : Thou ſhalt guide me with thy 


connſel,and afterwards receive me toglory; as if he had laid, 
I am ſenſible of thy conſtant preſence with me, and 
care of me; and doentirely depend upon thy  gui- 
dance and direction, not doubting bur that my pre- 


ſent troubles and afflitions will have. a happy -and 


lorious iflue. ; 

And at laſt he breaks out into a kind of exultati- 
on and triumph for the mighty conſolation which 
he found in. the firm belief of che. Being and Provi- 
dence of God, as the great ſtay and ſupport, of his 
ſoul in the. worſt condition that could befall. him ;; 
in the words of the Text, Whom, have. I. in-heayenibut, 
thee 2 and there is none upon earth that 1 deſire beſides thee.” 
If a man wererto chuſe a happineſs for himſelf, and; 
were: to ranſack Heaven and Earth for it, after all 
his ſearch and enquiry he: would at laſt fax upon God, 
as the chief happineſs of man,, and the true,and_ on-, 
ly reſt and.center of our ſouls. This then is the plain 
meaning of the Text, : That: nothing in the world but God 
can. make' man happy : Whom have 1 m heaven but thee £ 


and there 1s none upon. earth that 1 defire beſades thee. 


That man of [himſelf is not ſufficient for his' own 
happinels is evident.upon many accounts : Becauſe 
he 4s-liable ro: ſo many evils and calamities, which 

| he 
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He can neither prevent, nor remedy: He is full of 
wants which he' cannot ſupply ; compaſſed abouc 
with infirmities'which he can only complain of, bur 
ishot able to-redreſs: He is obnoxious to dangers 
which he muſt always fear, becauſe he can never ſuf- 
ficiently-provide againſt them. 

. -Confider man by himſelf, and from under the 
conduct and proteCtion of a ſuperior and more pow- 
erful Being, and he is in a moſt diſconfolate and 
forlorn condition : Secure of nothing that he en- 
joys;and liable'to be diſappointed of every thing that 
he hopes for : He is apt to grieve for what he cannor. 
help, 'and perhaps the juſteſt cauſe of hisgrief is thar 
he cannot help ir; for if he could, inſtead of grieving 
for it he-wonld help it: He cannot refrain Ge de- 
ſiring 2 great many things which he would fain-have, 
bur is never likely ro obtain, becauſe they are out 
of his power ; and it troubles him both that they are- 
ſo,and that he cannot help his being troubled ar it. 
* © Thus man walketh in avain ſhew, and diſquieteth him- 
ſelf in vain ; courting happineſs in athouſand ſhapes, 
and the faſter he follows it the ſwifter it flyes from 
him. Almoſt every thing promiſeth happineſs tous 
at a diſtance, ſuch a ſtep ot Honour, ſuch a pitch of 
Eftace, ſuch a Fortune or Match for a Child : Bur 
when we come nearer to it,. either we fall ſhort of 
ic, ' or it falls ſhort of our expeRation; and it is hard 

| rs 
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toſay which of theſe is the greateſt diſappointment. 
Our hopes are uſually bigger than enjoyment can 
ſatiche, and an evil long fear'd, beſides that it may 
never come, is many times more painful and-trou- 
bleſome than the evil it ſelf when it comes. 

In aword, man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly up- 
wards. He comes into the world naked and unarm'd, 
and from himſelf more deſtitute of the natural means 
of his ſecurity and ſupport than any other Creature 
whatſoever, as it were on purpoſe to ſheyw that he 
is more peculiarly the care of a Superior Providence; 
And as man,of all the Creatures of this lower world, 
is only made to own and acknowledg a Deity ; ſo 
God in great wiſdom hath ſo order'd things, that 
none of the other Creatures ſhould have ſo much 
need of Him, and ſo much reaſon to acknowledg 
their neceſſary dependance upon him. So that the 
words of David are the very ſenſe and voice of Na- 
ture, declaring to us that Mankind is born into the 
World upon terms of greater dependance upon the 
Providence of God thanother Creatures : Thou art be, 
ſays David there to God, that tookeſt me out of the womb, 

Pla 2.9, thou madeſt me to hope, or thou didſt keep me in ſafery, 
© When I was upon my mither's breaſts: I was caſt upon thee 
from the womb, thou art myGod from my mother's belly: Be not 

far from me, for trouble #s near : Trouble is always near 

ro us,and therefore it is happy for us that God iz ao 
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far from any of us : For in Him we live, and move, and 
have onr being. 
And when we are grown up, we are liable to a 


-. | great many miſchiefs and dangers, every moment of 


our lives; atid, without the Providence of God, con- 
tinually inſecure, not only of the good things of this 
life, bur even of life it ſelf : So that when we come to 


| be men, we cannot but wonder how ever we arriv'd 


at that ſtate,and how we have continued in itſo long, 
coh{idering the infinite difficulties and dangers which 
have continually attended us : That in running the 

antlope of a long life, when ſo many hands have been 
Fifred up againſt us, and ſo man kes levell'd at 


1 us,we have eſcaped fo free, and with ſo few marks 


and ſcars upon us : That when we are beſieged with 
{pv many dangers, and ſo many arrows of death are 
perpetually flying about us, to which we do fo ma- 
ny ways lie open, we ſhould yet hold our twenty, forty, 

ty years, and ſome of us perhaps longer, and do till 
and at the mark untouch'd, at leaſt not dangerouſly 
wounded by any of them : And conſidering likewiſe 
this fearful and wonderful frame of a human Body, 
this infinitely complicatedEngine; in which, to the 
due performance of the ſeveral fun&tions and offices 


of life, ſo many ſtrings and ſprings, ſo many recepra- 
les and channels are neceſſary, and all in ther right 
rame and order ; and in which, beſides the infinite 


mper- 
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imperceptible and ſecret ways of mortality, there 
are lo many ſluces and. flood-gates to ler Death in 
and Life out,that it is next ro.a miracle, tho we take 
bur lictle notice of it, thar every one of us did not 
every day lince we were born : [ ſay, conſidering the 
nice and curious frame of our Bodies, and the innume- 
rable contingencies and hazards of humanLite, which 
is ſet in {o {]ippery a place, that we ſtill comiane in 
the land of the living we cannot aſcribe co any thi 
butthe watchful Providence of Almighty, God, "who 
holds our ſoul i life, and. ſuffers not our foot to. bemaved: | 
To the ſame merciful Providence of God-we owe, 
thac whilſt we continue in life we-have any.comfor- 
table poſlefiion and enjoyment of our ſelves and-of 
that which makes us men,l mean qQurReaſon and Un- 
derſtanding : That our Imagination is not let looſe 
upon us, to haunt and torment us with melancholick 
freaksand fears: That weare not deliver'd upto the 
horrors of a gloomy and guilty mind : That __ 


day wedo not fallinto frenzy and diftrattion, whic 


next to wickedneſs and yice is the foreſt calamity, 


and ſaddeſt diſguiſe of human nature: ſzy, next to 


wickedneſs and vice, which is a wiltul frenzy, a mad- 
neſs got from misfortune but from choice ; , whereas 
the other proceeds fi0m natural and neceſſary cauſes, 


ſuchas are in a great meaſure'outof our power ; ſo 
that we are perpetually liable to it, from any-ſecrer 


and 


/ 
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and ſudden diſorder of the Brain, from the violence 
of a Diſeaſe, or the vehemenctranſport of anyPaſlion. 
+4Now if things wete-under no government, whar 
could hinder {o-many'probableevilsfrom breaking 
in upon us,and from treading upor' the heels of one 
another ? like the Calamities of Job, when the bedge 
which God had-ſet about him and all that he had was broken 
down and removed. | | 

| So thatif there were no God to take care of us,we 

| could be ſecure of no fort, no degree of happineſsin 
this World ; no not for one moment : 'And there 
would be no other World for us to be happy. in, and 
to make amends to us. for all the fears and dangers, 
all che troubles and calamities of.chis preſent life : For 
God and another World ſtand and fall together : 
Wichout Him there can be no Life after this; and 
if our hopes of happineſs were only in this Life, 
Man of all other Beings in this lower World would 

' certainly be the moſt miſerable!} -; «1; 130M 

| ,. J-cannot ſay that all the Evils- which Ihayemen- 

) 


| tioned would happen to all,' if | che! Providence; of 
God did not rale the: World ;-byit thati every man 

| would be in danger:of them all;: 4nd: bave:nothiog 
| to ſupport and comfort him againſt-che fear: of char 
* danger. For the nature of man,.confider'qbyiir ſelf, 
| is plainly infufficieat for its own happineſs); faithar 
we muſt neceſſarily look: abroad, - and: eck for-ic 

C 


{ome- 


fomembere.elſe:: And who can ſhew us: that 00d 


that is equal to all the wants and neceldcies, jall che 

capacities and deſires, all the fpaxs and hopes of hu- 

mas nature 3 Whatfoever.can anſwer all ono —_ ; 
AVE thele following Properties, TY 


Fift, It muſt be an all-ſufficient gaad. 
Secondly, It muſt be perfect goodneſs. abs 
os It muſt be firm and unchangeable in it 
c 
_ Fourthly, Te muſt be ſuch a good as none can de- 
ive us of, and take away from us. _ 
tt muſt be eternal. | | 
Sie ly, It muſt be able to ſupport and MET IEE 
mn every condition - 7p under alt the 4CCi- 
dents and adverſities of human Life. © * 


 Loſth, It muſtbe ſuch a good as can give priſe) 


teſt and rranquillicy to our minds, 


Norhing that is ſlroctof all this can make: ning: 
py: And no Creature, no-not the whole Creation, 
can pretendto beall chisto us. All cheſe Pro 
meet only-in God, who is the perfe& and fupregma. 


Good; as | ſhall endeavour, In the following Dif- 
courfe,more particulazly to ſhew; and confequently;, 
That God is the only happineſs. of Men. 

Firſt, God is an all-ſuthcient Good. Andthis does 
import-too things ; Wikdon to contrive our happi- 


nels, 
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neſs, and Power 'to effe& it ; for neither of theſe 
without the other is ſufhcietit, and both theſe inthe 
higheſt and moſt eminent degree are in God. 

He is infinitely Wiſe to deſign and contrive out 
happineſs ; becauſe he knows what Happineſs is, and 
how to frame us ſo as to be capable of the happineſs 
he deſigns for us; and how to order and diſpoſe all 
other things ſo, as that they ſhall be no hindrance 
and impediment to it. ' 

He perfe&tly underſtands all the- poſſibilities of 
things, and how to fit means to any end. He knows 
all our wants, and how to ſapply theny ; alFour 
hopes and deſires, and how to fatisfy-therh ; He 
forelces: all the dangers and: evils which threaten 
us;-and knows hoty to&prevent of divert them, if 
he think fit ; or if he permie them to-come, how: to 
ſupportaus't/ader-them, or to deliver os om of chem, 
or torurn them't6 our greater benefic and advantage 
whe laſt iffuearid Telule of things. 


His Wiſdom cannot be ſurprited by any accident- 


which he*did:tior foreſee; and wivett he is nor fuffi- 
eietitly provided againſt,” The wiſdonr of meh is bur 
ſhort and imperfect, and liable ro infinice errors and 
miſtakes { Tn many cafes men know not wharis ſafeſt 
"and beſt for them, nor whether eþiz 03:tharooribl eons 
duce moſt to: their happitieſs': Nay frrofhen haps 
pens that” thoſe very means Whicly the” wife = 

C 2 chule 
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4 chuſe for their ſecuriry do prove the occaſions of their 


ruine, and'chey are thrown'down by thoſe very-ways 
morn they thought co raiſe and toeſtabliſhthem- | 
elves. 4 

Eſpecially if God breath upon the Counlels of 
men, how are their deligns blaſted 2 How are they 
infatuated and foil'd in their deepeſt contrivances, 
and ſnared in the work of their own hands * When it is of 
the Lord, the wiſdom of the greateſt Politicians is 


turned into fooliſhneſs: For there is no wi/dom, nor un- 


derſtanding, nor counſel againſt the Lard, | 

But the Divine wifdom, being founded upon in- 
finite knowledge, is thereby ſecur'd againſt all poſ- 
ſibility of . errour and -miſtake; God, perfectly 
knows the natures and the powers of all his Crea- 
tures, and therefore can never be: miſtaken in the 
uſe and application of them roany of his purpoſes : 
So that none of his deſigns of love and mercy. to 
the Sons of men can miſcarry for want of good-con- 


 trivance, or wiſe condu&t. 


And ashe is'perfe&tly wife to contrive our happi- 
neſs, ſo is he infinitely powerful to effect it, and-to 


remove out of the way all the obſtacles and impedi- 


ments of ir. We may underſtand many times what 
weuld: conduce to- our happineſs, but may not be | 
able to compaſs it; but nothing is out of the reach 
of Qmanipotency : Many things are difficulc to 1s 
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bat nothing is toohard for God : Many things are 
impoſlivle with. us, but with God all things are poſſible. 
For He is the fountain and original of all power,trom 
whom. it is deriv'd and upon: whom it depends, and 
to whom it is perfe&tly ſubjeft and ſubordinate : He 
candoall things.at once,and in an inftant, and with 
the greateſt calc; and no created power.can put any 
difficulty in his way,much leſs make any effectual re- 
Gſtance ; becauſe Omnipotency- can check , and 
countermand, , and. bear down. before it all other 
Powers. troy Jo & not / tao {1 

So thatif God be on our ſide, who can be againſt 
us.2 We may ately commit ogr Souls into his hands, for 
be 45 able.to krep that.which is commited to bim. He can 
give us all good thiogs,. and deliver us from all evil, 
for bis is the Kingdom and the glorious Power. Though 
allCreatures ſhould fail vs, we may rely upon God, 
andilive.upan his All-ſufficiency for our fupply ; and 
may ſay-with the» Prophet. Though the Figtree ſhauld110t 
bloſſom, neither Fruit be inthe ine 3, though the labour of 
the Olive ſhould fail, and the Fields ſhould yield nd meat ; 
though the Flock ſhould be cut off. from, the .Fald, and. there 
ſhould be no Hlrd in the Stalls ;. yet would. Lrejoice in, the 


Lord, and joy in the God of my Salvation. 
* Secondly, As God is.an All-ſufficiear Good, ſo. He 
is perfect Goodneſs. He is willing.to communicate 
happineſs. to us, and to. employ his Power and Wil 
dom. 


IT. 


PREY — 
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pI dom for our good. 'He made us that' he might 

{| make us happy, and nothing can hinder iis from be- . 

1 ing ſo bur our ſelves.”'. Such is his goodneſs, that he 
Il ; would-have all mex't6 be ſaved, and to come 'to the know- 


ledge of the truth: And when we have provoked him 
by our fins, -be'is long-ſnffering to uward”," not willing 
that any ſhould periſh; but that alt ſhonld come to repentance : 
For-be delighteth- not in' the deatÞ of a ſinner, but rather 
| Il that be ſhould turn' from his wickedneſs and live. So that 
; | ifany of-usbe miferable;/ it is our own choice ;- if we 
periſh, our deſtruRtion is of our ſelves : For as'the 


| Wiſeman, in one of the Apocryphal Books, ſays excel- 
| | lently,” God made not death, neither hath be pleaſure inthe + 


deftruttion of the living : Bit men Jerk death in the errony 
of their life, | and pull deftruttioi upon” them/tl yes, with 
| the works of- their own $14 BIN EINE EQN "401 
So- great isthe eſs of God 'to'mankind; that 


he hath-omitted nothing' that'is neceffary 6 tr tp» 
| pineſs.'' He rae evi fe, aa that 
| end he hath enduedus with powers and" faculties 
whereby we are capable of knowing; #nd foving,; 
[|| and-obeying, andenjoying Him the” chief Gg69. 
| Andiwhen we had forfeited" all' this by che-witful 


cranſpreſſion and difobedience of the fiſt Parents'of 
| mankind, and were miſcrably bruifed and mzimed 
| | by their fall; God of his infinite mercy was pſeas'd 
I to reſtore usroa-new capacity of happineſs, by fend- 
nt 
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ing his only Son to ſuffer in'our'nature, indi In our 


ſtead ; and thereby to become a Propitiation for the' ſms , 


of tht hole World,- and the Anthoy of eternal Salvation to 
them that' believ? aid obey him : And hethath likewiſe 
promiſed togivens hisHolySpirir,to enable us ro that 
Faith and Obedience which the Goſpel requires of us, 
as the neceſſary condicions of our eternal Salvation. 
Thirdly, God is alſo a firm" and unchangedble 
Goed. -Norwichſtanding his infinite Wiſdom; and 
Power, and Goodneſs,we might be miſerable-if God 
were mutable. For that cannot be 4 happineſs which 
depends upon uncertainties, and perhaps one of the 
greateſt aggravariqns of miſery i is to fall from hap- 
eſs, to:have been once happy-and\afterwardsto. 
ceaſe to beo : "And that would tinaveidably happen 
ro'Us; "if the cauſe of our happineſs conld change; and: 
thefoundarion of it be removed. - M God coutdbe 
mann and wiſe,"and good; all 
ox hopes/of happineſs would be ſhakes, and would 
falteo theground.- But the Divine nature is not ſub- 
je&toany change : As he is the Father of lights, and 
the duthor of rvory good ani pevfett gift; fo with bowis'n0. 
verrablomeſs, neither fhudow> of turning. - All the this 
ofthis World are murzble, and for that reaſon; had: 
' theyino other imperſeAion aging ahony ct 
not make-ts ha 


ITE: 


Fogrthly, God is 'fach a good #9 none can derive I V.. 


us: 


te CEE—_ ——— —cÞ_ 


us of and take away from us: |! If the things of this 
World. were ynchangeable in their/ nature; and not 
liable to any decay, yet they.cannot make us happy ;_ 
becauſe we mmay+be cheated of. them by, fraud,. or 
robb'd of chem by violence : But God cannot be ta- 

ken from. us. Nothing but our Sins can-parecGod and 

Rom, 8, Us 3 Who ſhall-ſeparate us, - ſaith the Apoſtle, from: the 
35 dove of God? ſhall-tribulation, or diſtreſs,-or perſecution, 
or famine; or nakedneſs; oyiperil; or ſword * We may be 
firippd.. of. all-our: worldly. comforts, and enjoy- 
menss,: by;- the! violence of men-; but] none of; all 

v. 38,39. thelecan leparate us from God: 1 am perſudded, as 
the Ypoſile goes on with great triumph, that neither death 

20x life 3 nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers ;, nor 
beighth, nor depth, nor things -prefent,. nor things to come, 

nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparates: from 
the.love of God which is in Chrif, Jeſus, our -Lord; *Nor 

any other Creature : Mere -is a {ufhcient-indaRtion of 
——— and nothing. lefc out, of; this 

ut one, and bat is Sin, which is none; of God's Crea- 

tures, but our.own :. This indeed deliberately conſent- 
cd. to, and wilfully: continued in, will fanally/parc 
God and us,and for ever binder us from being happy. 
Buc.if we. be. careful co avoid this;:which only 
can, ſeparate;between God; and us, nothing can de- 
prive .us of Him: The aids ,and- influences- of 
his -Grace none - 6a. intercept and hinder; - the 


Joys 


__— WY wy Wo,” 


Wotld-can:make us. 
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es ant] comforts iof : bis /Haly iSpitit none can 
jojo god from vs; All ether 


things may'Jeave us and ' 


forÞke ns: We may.'be. debarr'd of our'beſt 
friends, and heniſh'd Gomal our woquaintance; 
but zen can fend ws a whither from'the pre- 
ſeace of Ged.: Qur Communication wich Hen- 
ven Lantor. be prevented or tintorty 
Prayers: and; pur Soul wall. 
thicker frac. iche wattermoR parts of the Farth. 
Fifthly, Gad is anEccrnal God : And nething 
bac whatis ſo-can make us happy. | Manthaving 
an, immantal :Spirz, and: "deſign'd for an 
endlels duration, muſt have! a happineſs propor- 
fionable : For which reafon nothing (in this 
happy, becauſe Ro 
ou andremainafteric:iWWhen a very 
Rand gone, Mebatch Goder $a Y ing 
vm all-the>  \this World ur ems 
R6go7: clic we hall beotaken away from! them”, 
But Gad is from: everlefhing to-everleſitng :Ple is the 
nod; bes. years Faile not © Therefore well 
might David fix his vpon'God alone, 
and lay, # him have'd in Heaven but thee?" and 
there 4 nave ERIE I defere befides thee - 


W be. ny Verb, aut why th faileth, 
God ae the won of wy bart, ed og perks 


CNRS 


: Oar 
always find che way 


D Sixthly, 


DOC — — 
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of preſent; ſufferipgs; 
.mitive'Cbriſttan Martyrsz-itthemidftof © therr ror- 


us,. in —_ ntedeowg bd uader al the acci- 
dents and adverſities of” human Life. Ontward 
afflitions: may +burt' our Body,” but they caritior 
reach-our; Soule 3-'and-1a long as that remairis un- 
wounded the ſpirit of amzn can bear bis infirnti- 
ties. God j4:intimage to:our Soules,and' hart fe- 
cret -wayes: whereby.'to convey'the- joys" 2nd 
comforts of his Holy Spirit into'our hearts,” ttder 
the, bitcereſt -afilitions and ſharpeſt ſuferidps ; 

He,can enable.nsby: his Graceto poſſeſs ub You | 
iu patience,” when all other things/are rake from 
us; When-there'is. nothing but crouble abont us, 


He cap give #s.,peace and Jojiinbelioving » With 
WE , are. xe 


and :0rjjentett; Fe 
can give) s:cbat ravilhiog :ſight-of'whe Glories'6f 


another World, -thatſtediaft atfurance*of 4 fit 


ture Bleſledueſ, as ſhajl-quire extinguiſh: albſenſe 
How Anaya 


ments, and under the. very pangs'of wy rejoyee 


inthe. bapes of the glory of Gidis. > > 


| There ace none of us burmay. Proven to' fall 
into thoſe circumſtances of-danger, and of bodi- 
ly paines andi{ufferitgs, as 'tothave"no' hopes of 
relief and..comfort -but-from 'God ; nene in all 
the World to truſt-to but Him only : And inthe 


great- 


—_—_c 


CEN.” 
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reateſt. Evils chat <an befall: us in this . life , He 
2.ſure refuge and; ſanQuary;: and torepeat the 

words of- the 1 F/elmifi after the Text, When. our, 
beart. failery. 4nd aur \ ftrengtb* failes, God: 35 the 
Strength: of our. FROM ly —_ our Pitt: Lag e- 
wer. 

Now whis wabld ajiofends inſuchs Cale, 
if :ici were nor for God'®: Humam nature is/liable 
to:deſperate ſtraits and exigencies : And he is not 
bappywbo is nor provided againſtthe worſt that 
way: happen. : ::Jc is: ad to be'reduced tarbcha 
conditian;: as to: b& deſtitute: of all: comfott and 
bope> And. yetmen:may-be brought to:that ex- 
_ trelmityy 7 \that-if:arwere not for: God they. would 
not know whack way t6,turn themſelves, of how 
(6..£ritertain; their:chonghts) wich: 2ny} comfor- 
ublacepdancinds undenrtheir:prefent anguiſh... 
ARES ANINELY ip.cxtremity)z 

andcapiont to bim.for\:balp > Even cle-moſt pro. 
= pnd/Atheiftical )\:when they are 'deſtiture of 
CNFHanbINes wilk rie+-God)and take hold 
\kmwc.; Brit Gord, hath \no 
nr i iv\ahoſe who-niegled and. def. 
piſe.bia. in«therr proſperity, though they owe 


; that-allo.enticely,co-bim4; but whemeheevil day 

comes. z4then: they lay hold-of® him \ascheir only 

refuge :+' When JIG go: well\with them, 
God 


— 


7 LR 


God is net inal thein thabghte; hatin TE 
they mul pacdy hims candy. = Then atheywili cry Bond, 
Hordds: bac be-uvlE fay.tothens ile. tha: dayy dopant 
from me yo workin of imiguity; for © know yon 90: 
| Here-will ae che great uohappmers ob ſuch pes- 
ſons, that God will then appear terrible to theny 
{oa they: ſhall nbe-be able; 'whew they-look up 
whim; oo abide bo/frowin::» Amb ar che! ſane 
cave tharthey aretoredÞroiacknowſedgr bymand 
as{upphlcate: toi hin four mercy” and: forgiveneti, 
 they;ſhall berdady-rodrfpain of ut : — thoſe 
- A hor wilkcome:co 
GoA I 


"2! Falſe nth Longlot —— 
 ynr-flur cometh" == 


wporT, you = Then fol all gpintiny/ be: 1 mall 
wit anfmmer ';, yrs en rams 
nat find; me: Far thutthnrydhinet budantodgey and 

dd not chſt: 
gone of 11yx conafes 
I ereakennkng < 
the fiorgie ſai? flogtben, MO PEI 
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fouls wythen Td Whicly F wilt add: chat ter- 
riblePaſſage in the Prophet, concernting the per- 
verſ© andiobſtinare Form, They are 'a Pole of no 
rr och therefors be that mute then wiM nov Ta. 27. 
merey on them,- and be thet formed them with "© 
fhew'thew no-fevour. And men ave miſerable 
Creatures indeed, when God! their Moker dork 
abandon them, ard hath bfae hardened hivhearr 
chem, 'thuc'he wy live npity! art eoNMt- 
EN My, which 3: confelgucns 
a. ; and laſly; hls 3s us- VII 
on all the reſt; God/i2ſuvh 4 Good as airs 
= mr eranquilliry co! oftr minds. "And 
thi”-which candor do/ this, cough it | ba all tlie 
Ptopettfes before ang. extuiot make” us 
mo Forhe is-no 9 who: does not think 
MIO fy yr owns» may. have t& eHink 
f6 Now what in 'reaſbn em" vs us difquiet, if 
we-do'fiealy believe! ther rhere iv a GY; and 
vhiat His- Providence rules and! governs all things 
ſor! rhe befty-and-thav God'is all vhar 65 g ; 
Menwhich-hath\nww -Becn faid'of Flm:2 
ſhould 'nor-eue niindy- Be in-petfect: repoſe, when 
we'bre ſevnre'of the' chisf Goodjand: ave found 
out that whithican make uy bappy; (and is willing 
ro-thake- wſoy-rf! wele Hvwaakn e6-otitfelves, 


#od by- our wilfuP: thay and re Man'gBainſt 
him. 
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Pl. 4. 6, There be many, lays hes that 
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him do not oppoſe; atd fruſtrace. his deſipn ? 
. If a conſiderate Man were permited. tp, his 
own choice, . to _wilh\the greatelt. good: to: him- 
ſelf that he' could poflibly A ; alter be bad 
ſearched Heaven _ Earth, the. reſult. ok. all. his 
wiſhes would be that -there.-were guſt- ſuch a 
Being as we muſt neceſlacily .concgive.God-to be 3 
Nor would. he-chuſe any other Friend. or Benefa- 
Qour ; any other Proteftgur for-him(clf or Gaver- 
nour for the whole World, than- infinite Power 
conducted and managed by infinite. Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs; 5; which 1 þ thejtque Notion-of a God: 
After all his enquiry. be: would. came to.the P/al- 
Penis hes. pa hon, wn Whont have. 1 
in beaven but. thee © | and, } is: fron. mga nr 
that I deſire beſides, thee, .. 
Vain. Man 6. apt; to. ; «9h hoppicets 1s 
where, but this proceeds from ,wantot. dye cons 
ſideration : For when all chings/are welkweigb'd, 
and all accounts rightly caſt up and, , "We 
ſhall at laſt ſettle in David's teſolurion of: that 


great Queſtion, . Wie i i the .chief.| Gaod., Ae man ? 
» Who-will  ſbew 


#5 any good 2 that, is, men 265 npgralle inqui 
tive after happineſs, ;byt. greatly divided 4 in4:their * 
Opinions about, x :...mgſt mro, place-ic in the pres 
ſent enjoyments of, . this World, /byt David | ifor 
his part pitches upon God, in whom he was fully 


COA-. 
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cotvinc'd*that the happineſs of man does conſiſt : 
There be many that ſay, who will ſhew us any:good ? 
Lord lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon 
9s * Thou-baoſt ut glatneſs in my beart, more than 
in the time that their Corn and Wine increaſed. The 
great Joy-of the men of this World i ina plenti- 
fal -Harveſt;*and the "abundance of the good 
things of 'this life: But David had found that 
which gave more joy and gladneſs to his heart, 
the favour of God andthe light of . bis counte- 
nance : This gave perfedt reſt and tranquillity to 
his'mind, ſo that” he needed not to enquire any 
further : For-ſo it follows io the next words, 1 
will both lay me-down in:peace,' and reft, for thou, 
Lord; onely make ft me to dwell in ſafety: The He- 
brew word {ignities confidence or ſecurity Here, 
 .and-no'where elſe; his-mind found reft, and was 
in-perfect - caſe and ſecurity. ST , 
I ſhall/now only make two or three Inferences 
from this Diſcourſe, and fo conclude. 

- Firſt, This plainly ſhews us the' great unrea- 
ſonableneſs "and folly of: Arberfwr, which! would 
baniſh the belief of 'God and his Providence out of 
the: World: Which as it:is moſt impious 'in re- 
{pe& of : God, *{o is it» moſt malicious; to: Men ; 
becauſe it ſtrikes at the very foundation of. our 
happineſs,” and. perfeRly undermines it.” * For if 


there 
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thaw were wo God, man wouldievidendy bethe 
moſt .unhappy &f all orher Beings here. below ; 
becauſe his -urhappimeſs would be | laid in thevery 
frame of bis nature, in that which diſtinguiſhes 
him from all other Beings below him, [ meav is 
his Reaſon and Ulnderftanding:: Avd he would 
be ſa_much. more miſerable than the*Beaſts, by 
hew muchlhe hath a farther reach; and a larger 
profpeR of future evils ; a quicker apprehenſion, 
and a Gp and - more laſtiog rnicntmept! of - 
chem.” 7 

$0 that if any u man acould {ercaſan to 
his belief of a God, i ar of his: Providence, as 1 
am (ure there is infinite.reafon to the contrarys 
yet the belief of theſe things i is {@ much why: 
antereſt, and comfort, and happineſs of Maar 
kind, that a wiſeman would be heartily troubled 
to part wich a Principle fo favourable tohi.quiat, 
and that does fo exattly anſwer all the natural de- 
ſires and hopes and fears of 'men, and fo e- 
nally calculated both for our comfort: in this 
ofld, and for our happineks in the other. For 
when a man's thoughts have ranged and wan- 
dered as far as they can, his mind can find. no 
reſt, :no' le foondation of 5 but: 
Ged:o ly ; mo other reafonable, no nor tole- 
rable Hypotheſes and Scheme of things for a wile 


man 


i. 
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Dr IM —_— and: dio:hby. c! For 
;Priaczple bug this * believed, and 
id B&ite-by.an; anf} /prattiſe, was 
<P ſappent the geverdliey of dbinkbak 

.h iſe, #31d the; par ind: whack: 
«£1991 domritiang reab iwcks 
| 1 loipelibloichar wy 
ulc IE remarkeable and fo regiilde/am: 

& we or Pat out 
hy Gar, mn) of perſons of different de 
Of talk ranks and con. 
_ level and unlcaired, 


py OE q th Sceionk 
wy the Jrubs the Cliviftiaw> Retiglon, hath 
vation, That God: ditl. abt iacend that 

he be te <p have! the at- 
molt eyidenge; chat any 15capable' of, and 
ſuch Doo {0'anſwer, and beav | down' alt 
ſorts of Eaptious Cavils _ Objections yo it 5 
bue 


redebed 
_ s 


abuodairly ſuffi 
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of men, do pla 
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what hath beendaid, in the fores 2. 
going jie naturally follows; 'Thar God is 
FE bd vficn truſt anid-:confidenoce; ayd 
therefpre $6-him/alone,and tome other,we ought 
coaddrils all ourPmyers andSupplications for mer- 
cy and graze to help in time of need. But now, accord- 
ing-t0.the,.DoQrine and Praiſe of the Churcli of 
Romegthe. here puty& veryddd and(rarige 

} ave 1 im Heave bat Thib?To 


NH 


2nd. pa owe that uþ4 
on Him alonehe elyed as his onely comfort and 
happineſs : But toithis Aſſcttioh of the P/ahniftithe 
Church of Koye cap by nef means agree': Theyitins 
derſtand. this matter'mutch better than the Pſl 
did, nartely, that: beſides God there are-in Heaven 
innumerable Augelnand Soints,itt whoin were to 
repoſe preagztruſtiand confidence,” arid ro-Whom 
allo. we are Eo cdtaleblens Prayers ad: Supplis 
cations, not only-for temporal hood things, burfor 
the ,, pardon! of; 9ur Sing; :;;fos;theincteale of our 
Graces,and. fareterital Life: Tþ4t there aream tive» 
ven particular) Advocates and: Patrons forall ext 
gencies and occaſions, againſt all ſorts! of dangers 
and diſeaſes, for. all Gracep;apd Vettnetatic 3b a 
word for all retoporaly ſpicitual; and eternal Bleſ- 
a ngs3 to, whom Wwe” mayapply: 'our ſelv&s,»v hour 
E 2 troubling 


2, 


ſveralivF aheir Prigee 


other's beortorodonols wth n' 
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Hartheyare charged w ich ſhe tho. 
ron ;- and fince to dleare 1 = wr 
wifl noe alter their berry y* Iys-gav- 
certhe fufpirron of et G47 UROL... yas | 
-þ i what the they fay in-thi mate? 
t6 be-reue;, and that by-cheſe-expr ceffians, tn their 
Piojnbithoplidead mo-mare bur the foletnn In- 
_ - v6catran of Angels 
+  Mnjerctde with God? to beftowhele Bletlings g5-up- 
< thenwfor the Glee of their Micris , and-upon 


gw Fl ns Ker ee Ys Bur 
The Lot MG boi jealome Godly 0d 'H: 

91D iy give bis Glory 40 another: 
\ ERC in the grofſeſt parc 
c - Supe en;not20 ay downrightIdolatry, 


re ne 5 Queen oo omg: 
whom -ncpb e,unknowin.to e crip» 
mures and Primitive Antiquity; they. think to dig- 
pify with-the- modifb Tiele of ow Ledy ; as if. 
that evald* be any addition of honour to Her , 
whom the #hgel dedared ro be bleſſed among 


Women: Who, if ſheknow any thing of the fol- 
hes 


and Seints-thart they would 


and Mother of our Lord; whom 


| lies of Her Worlhippegs 


it, both in -their pablick. rg 


ed} it, had not the Ke —_ _—_ 
it, God only pow. F. 
ceeded int RE Mrs — | 


-Sqviour. Heare, O Heavens, and give eare O Earth, 


perſiitionand Folly; and to ſee the moſt learned 


A Semen Pi Tree 


thoſe ;nfioite: Proyers, &,AFP 
that Sacrilegions 
that Church, and pics | | 
their Religion 3 ; and which wo ie 


ons, is very .much, Wi 
God and Chriſt 2. 


eva Ae She, nor. « 
in comparile 
"Kg phe far have-they 


Dewotions called. our, Ladyes Plater. er, .not WR to 
apply. to Her ſome paxt of this Flelp out of, which 
ave taken my, Refi it | 
#.God tolſracl, t0.them that worſt iÞ bis B,Mother. s 
Bu they have Irkewiſe. profanely burleſgued, I can- 
.nof afford, jt a. batter, terme, this whole Book of 
Pſalms, applyingto! Her r almoſt che higheſt;chings 
that are there {aid concerning God and our Bleſoed 


aud be ye borribly a done wiſhed, to, ſce. the beſt, and | 
.wiſcſt Religion 19 t World transform'd into Su- 


Per- 


£ 


bbs, "be bateth aloha 


| ey fn ok "When fin we. depart from 
p a : orbogy ? E ION gl; #548 72 65+ 
the. es They/that 1 fe fenthe 


Kc we draw-neat to Hi, 
| \ ct anly can nt cuſs we L 


It is certainly the common intereſt of WER” 
thereſhould id boy when. cauſe” we cannot poſlibly 
be happy :; But, then. if is ro mans 
mn ro yew en wick ” Kerr thereby we make 
Him our Enemy 3n ' whoſe favour is life, and 
upon 
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